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Did you know?!
Congratulations to Pat Black, 
Senior Lecturer at St Marks 
Hospital, for receiving a MBE 
this year in the Queen’s New 
Year’s Honours List.

AsCn uK AnnuAl ConferenCe 2017 
Venue - SEC, Glasgow 
1st to 3rd October 2017

Welcome to the August edition of the ASCN UK Newsletter. 

The plans for this year’s conference in Glasgow are well underway 
and progressing as planned. Thank you to everyone who submitted 
an abstract, it was a delight to see how many we had albeit it a 
little daunting to read them all and decide on the final ones for the 
programme! The committee have once more been impressed with 
the high standard of abstracts received this year; this makes for an 
exciting and interesting conference programme together with key 
speakers to address ‘The Continuum of  Change, Take Control’. 

You will also see we have developed a little more by finalising 
a new directory of Stoma Care Departments with contact 
details. Please contact us if you feel there are missing or 
incorrect details by emailing ascnuk@in-conference.org.uk. 

We are also working on the ASCN UK App, both for 
conference and for members, so watch this space! 

Please note the dates for submission for nominees for this year’s 
Stoma Care Nurse of the year and Opus and UA Research 
Awards as they are fast approaching; 1st September 2017.

Lastly, I wish you all a happy summer and I look forward 
to meeting as many of you as possible at conference! 

 
 
Regards,  
Maddie Chair ASCN

mailto:ascnuk%40in-conference.org.uk?subject=


sTudy dAys/CAlendAr of evenTs
16th September - Colostomy Association Open Day (50th Anniversary), Wokefield 
Park, Reading

1st to 3rd October - ASCN UK 2017 Conference, Scottish Event Campus (SEC), 
Glasgow

7th October - Colostomy Day 2017, #SUPERSTOMA

Benefits of Membership 
As a member you have the chance to become involved in ASCN UK National Projects to raise standards of 
care for your patients and receive the recognition for this. ASCN UK annual membership is £10.00 for the 
year. 

Networking  
• Access for networking with colleagues for 
educational and peer support 
• Members only access to the ASCN UK website with 
access to the following: 
  - Information on national study days 
  - Peer reviewed clinical articles 

 
Education  
• Access to apply for educational grants - Jean 
Preston Fund for support, Opus Bursary and 
Urostomy Associaiton for Research 
• Priority Free Attendance to CPD accredited 
Masterclass Study Days for Specialist Nurses by 
Specialist Nurses 

 
Value  
• Reduced registration fees for the ASCN UK Annual 
Conference, providing national opportunities to 
present both orally and in poster format 
• 3 x Free Annual Copies of British Journal of Nursing 
Stoma Care Supplement 

 
Resources   
Access to the following:  
• ASCN UK Stoma Care National Clinical Guidelines 
• ASCN UK Standards & Audit Tools

To renew or become a member -  
Visit www.ascnuk.com for more details and to join ASCN UK

 
ASCN UK Members website now has a dedicated area for Stoma Care related job opportunities. If you have a 
position in which you would like to advertise direct to ASCN UK Members please contact ascnuk@in-conference.
org.uk for more details.

 
We have created a ASCN UK Hospital Directory which is available on the Members Website, there is an 
interactive map supported by a printable version of the directory, please visit www.ascnuk.com/members-area/
ascn-uk-hospital-directory. If you have any amendments or additions please contact ascnuk@in-conference.
org.uk.

Hospital Directory

AsCn uK MeMber WebsITe neW feATures 
Job Opportunities

 
Issue: Superabsorbent polymer gel granules are widely used in health and social care, typically as small sachets 
placed in urine and vomit bowls as well as stoma appliances. 

If the gel granules are put in the mouth they expand on contact with saliva risking airway obstruction. This has 
happened where patients have mistaken the sachets for sweets, or sugar or salt packets, but some incident 
reports also describe attempts of deliberate self-harm. 

Healthcare providers are asked to review their overall approach to using these products.  
  • Patient Safety Alert - polymer gel granules FINAL v4.pdf

10th October - Neurogenic bowel: the bottom line, RCN HQ, London

10th November - Resource Development Day, Salts Healthcare, Richard Street, Birmingham 

28th to 30th November -  15th Annual International Congress - Frontiers in International and Colorectal 
Disease, St Marks Hospital London

For more details on all of the above please visit www.ascnuk.com

Are you An AsCn uK MeMber?

nhs sAfeTy AlerT  
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Abstract Submission Deadline 
WCET 2018 invites WCET members and other interested authors/delegates to participate in the WCET 2018 
programme by submitting an abstract for either oral or poster presentation. 
  - Closing date for Submissions: 30 August 2017 
  - Abstract notification of acceptance: 1 October 2017

Click here for further details and to submit your abstract.

JeAn PresTon fund - deMenTIA uK sTudy dAy rePorT
Dementia 2017: Implementing Better Care- 20th April 2017, Manchester 
Michaela Parker & Carolyn Swash

Following the publication of the Prime Minister’s Challenge on Dementia 2020: Implementation Plan, this 
conference identified and looked at good areas of practice in meeting the priority actions identified in the 
Plan. Themes included risk reduction, research, health and care, awareness and social action. Key note 
speakers included Professor Alistair Burns, National Clinical Director for Dementia. He welcomed the fact 
that Dementia Care is now more readily spoken about in the press and on television. This has meant that 
people are now having ‘conversations’ about Dementia which is a positive thing. He also highlighted that 80% 
of all people that have dementia suffer from other co-morbilties such as diabetes, cardiovascular disease. 
The key areas of concern/ work for improving outcomes for those with dementia included the following:

Prevalence 
  Preventing well- Better treatments of those that have Myocardial Infarcts, Cardiovascular disease 
  Diagnosing well- timely diagnosis allows for new treatments to be utilized 
  Supporting well- ensuring people have the support that they require to maintain independence 
  Living well- People who have dementia experience a lack of self- confidence which can lead to withdrawal 
from society. There has been the introduction of the concept of ‘dementia friends’ which can have the positive 
affect

Dying well 
Bernadine McCrory, Operations Director, The Alzeihmers Society

She identified that the biggest change that needs to happen is to change the ‘mind set’ of people who come in 
contact with those with dementia.  She highlighted the fact that 25% of those people in hospital have dementia 
and this is not always the best place for them to be cared for as often being away from the person’s normal 
routine can exacerbate symptoms. It is also important for those with dementia have carers, if needed, that 
understand their needs and would encourage as much independence as possible. Remaining in an environment 
that the person was familiar with as long as possible was actively encouraged although many GPs- up to 
50% acknowledge that the services within the community setting were struggling to meet people’s needs.

Other areas of interest from the study day: 
- Dementia affects the sense of smell 
- People with Dementia may hallucinate 
- People with dementia may have moments of panic and feel vulnerable 
- It can be the little things that make them feel out of control e.g. counting money 
- As we age we lose our high frequency hearing and become more sensitive to other frequencies of sounds 
this can lead to some signs of aggression when low frequencies are picked up 
- Vowels decide the volume of speech 
- Consonants decide the message of the speech- people with dementia sometimes only pick up vowels which 
mean that the message being conveyed in the speech is not picked up by the person

Summary 
This was an excellent study day and we learnt a lot. We both would recommend a similar study  
day to our colleagues and would encourage people to become ‘dementia friends’- you can do this  
by visiting the Dementia UK website.

http://www.wcet2018.com/abstract%20-page


AsCn uK AWArds
Below are details on how to apply for ASCN UK Awards which are announced at the conference.

Stoma Care Nurse of the Year Award (supported by Salts)

Do you know a Stoma Care Nurse who has been outstanding, has excelled over the last 12 months, and deserves 
to be honoured by his/her colleagues? Nominations for this award will be reviewed and the winner will be selected 
by the ASCN UK Committee.

The deadline for this is Friday 1st September 2017. Please click here to download the application form.

Opus Bursary Award (supported by Opus Healthcare)

The Opus Bursary Award is presented to a Stoma Care Nurse to facilitate innovative research aimed at increasing 
the understanding of a particular aspect of stoma care, which will hopefully lead to an improvement in the quality 
of life for people living with a stoma. Applicants must submit a 500 word summary of their proposed research 
project. Applications are invited from any UK or Ireland based, full or part-time, qualified NHS Stoma Care Nurse. 
Previous recipients of the bursary cannot apply.

Applications for 2017 will be accepted until the 1st September 2017. Your 500-word summary should be 
emailed to Maddie.White@ascnuk.com. These will then be passed onto the Committee of ASCN UK for their 
consideration. The winner of the next Opus Bursary will be notified and an announcement made at the ASCN UK 
Conference 2017.

UA Award (supported by Urostomy Association)
We are delighted to be offering two awards.
 •  The first award is for a proposed or completed piece of research into urinary diversion.
 •  The second award is for a completed case study relating to urinary diversion.

The focus of the first award is to offer some financial support for you, the stoma care nurse to facilitate some 
innovative research aimed at increasing the understanding of urinary diversion.

The second award will offer an educational grant in acknowledgement of a completed case study which has 
demonstrated practice leading to an improvement in the quality of life for people living with a Urostomy or other 
form of Urinary Diversion.

For the research proposal – a grant for up to £500 will be provided on the successful outcome of the research and 
payment on receipt of expenses/educational grant to your department.  For the completed case study relating to 
urinary diversion – a £250 educational grant will be presented to your Department.

Applicants must submit a 500-word summary of their proposed research project or completed case study and 
email this to Maddie.White@ascnuk.com. However, if you wish to submit a completed case study abstract for 
the ASCN UK 2017 Conference this will be accepted as your application. Please make this known to ASCN UK 
on the application form. The Committee of ASCN UK will then judge all entries and decide on the winners. The 
successful award winners will be requested to present their research/case study at the ASCN UK Conference.

The closing date for applications for 2017 will be 1st September 2017. The winners of the Awards will be 
announced at the ASCN UK 2017 Conference.

Please click here to download the application form.
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